4 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfRec 
Addrcw: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bo* 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 223 1 3- 1450 
ww.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. ~° ] 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/003,570 



10/24/2001 



Gilbert Cabillic 



TIF-32157 



5072 



23494 7590 12/28/2005 

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS INCORPORATED 
P 0 BOX 655474, M/S 3999 
DALLAS, TX 75265 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



STEELMAN, MARY J 

PAPER NUMBER 



2191 

DATE MAILED: 12/28/2005 



] 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


A mnttaMiflni* Mr* 

Application NO. 

10/003.570 


CABILLICETAL 


Examiner 
Mary J. SteeJman 


Art Unit 
2191 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on tho cover shoet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Etterotoni of Brno may bo available under tho provisions of 37 CFR 1.138(e). tn no ©veal, however, may a reply bo tonejy fiJod 
after $K (6) MONTHS from tha maSmg data of thte communication. 

• IT tha period for reply specified above (a less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wffi be considered timely. 

- BHO parted Cor repJy fa specified above, tho maximum statutory period wiB apply and wSl expire SIX (6) MONTHS from tho maSlng dote of this communication. 

• FeBure to reply within the set or wtended period for reply w!&. by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the meSne. date of th» communteafion. even tf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned paton! term adjustment See 27 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication^) filed on 3/14/2005.4/8/2005 . 
2a)l2 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is nor>finai. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pane Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |3 Claim(s) 1-15 and 18-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Ctaimfei 1-15 and 18-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing (s) filed on 14 March 2005 is/are: a)!3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawfng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 DO The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)SAII b)D Some *c)D None of: 

1. EI Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Per Applicants request, claims 16,17, and 25-27 are canceled. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-15, 18-24 
have been amended. Claims 1-15, and 18-24 are pending. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in European Patent Convention on 1 1/29/2000. The certified priority document was 
received 8 April 2005. 

Drawings 

3. In view of the Replacement Sheet FIG. 1, the prior drawing objection is hereby 
withdrawn. 

Specification 

4. In view of the amendments to the Specification, the prior objections are hereby 
withdrawn. 

Examiner notes that the references on pages 28 and 29 have been deleted The prior 
objection is hereby withdrawn. Regarding Applicant's comments on page 28, 3 rd paragraph, no 
Form 1449 has been received. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

5. In view of the amendments to claim 9, 10, 13-15, & 18-21, and the cancellation of claims 
16, 17, 25, and 26, the prior 35 USC 101 rejections are hereby withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 
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6. In view of the amendments to claims 8, 20, and 21 , the prior 35 USC 1 12 second 
paragraph rejections are hereby withdrawn. 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Hie specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 24 recites the limitation n . . . said at least two program code modules. . . " in line 5. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim should recite, 

"... said at least two program source code modules. . Add 'source' to be consistent with 
limitation on line 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U S C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-15, and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 6,571,388 Bl to Venkatraman et al., in view of US Patent 6,230,307 Bl to Davis et aL 

Per claims 1, 9, 1 l,and 22: 

A method for generating program source code for translating high level code into instructions for 
a target processor, the method comprising: 
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(Venkatraman; Col 2, lines 53-61, "...includes a set of custom environment tools... enable the 
development of custom software environment. ..customized in response to. . .particular functions 
performed by the application program (method for generating program source code)..." 
Venkatraman disclosed at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-load analyzer that generates a pre-load class 
list (generating program source code) , which contains the pre-load classes used in translating 
code for the target processor. CoL 5, lines 32-33, 'The virtual machine then interprets 
(translates) and executes the referenced byte code") 



-generating program code for translating high level code into instructions for a target 
processor... 

(Venkatraman: Col. 2, lines 53-6 1 , . . includes a set of custom environment tools. . . enable the 
development of custom software environment. ..customized in response to. . .particular functions 
performed by the application program (method for generating program source code), 
Venkatraman disclosed at col, 4, lines 54-63, a pre-load analyzer that generates a pre-load class 
list (generating program source code) , which contains the pre-load classes used in translating 
code for the target processor.) 

-determining a program code characteristic corresponding to said target processor, 
(Venkatraman: Col. 3, lines 57-60, "The pre-load analyzer analyzes the application program to 
determine which classes are needed for it to execute on the target device. The pre-load analyzer 
bases its analysis on a set of methods which are invoked by the application program.") 
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-deriving one or more program code modules in accordance with said desired program code 
characteristic; 

(Venkatraman: Col. 2, lines 16-17, "...by customizing the procedures for class loading to the 
available resources in the target device.") 

-generating program source code for translating high level code into instructions for said target 
processor from said one or more program code modules. 

(Venkatraman: Col. 2, lines 53-6 1 , " . . , includes a set of custom environment tools. . . enable the 
development of custom software environment. . .customized in response to, . .particular functions 
performed by the application program (method for generating program source code). . Col. 2, 
lines 20-23, "The tools build the custom environment including a set of code for a virtual 
machine and a set of code for each of a set of pre-loaded classed specified. . Venkatraman 
disclosed at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-load analyzer that generates a pre-load class list (generating 
program source code) , which contains the pre-load classes used in translating code for the target 
processor (col. 5, lines 32-33).) 

Venkatraman disclosed generating program code for translating high level code into 
instructions for a target processor, which could be an embedded system However, Davis 
provided more details regarding (Abstract, lines 1-9) controlling and executing the hardware 
objects (processors) via high level software constructs and managing the reconfigurable 
resources..." 
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Davis disclosed (col. 4, lines 41-43) a method and system for dynamically relocatable hardware 
object development and execution. Davis disclosed (col. 5, lines 52-61) a source program, 
compiler / converter into an object program, calls to library routines, resulting in load module as 
output, to get the executable code into a computer system and executing the program 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention to modify Venkatraman' s invention to include such disclosures as Davis' for 
reconfigurable resources, which includes virtual processors, because software used to develop 
processor is known in the art and is useful for developing and debugging code to be applied to 
resources. 

Per claims 2, 10, and 12: 

-generating program source code for translating high level code into instructions for one of a 
plurality of target processors. 

(Venkatraman disclosed generating program source code at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer 
writes a pre-load class list containing pre-load classes which is used as a source input to the 
virtual machine (col. 5, lines 32-33). Col. 2, lines 58-61, "The custom software environment is 
customized in response to the available resources in the target device and the particular functions 
performed by the application program", col. 3, lines 51-53, "...these techniques are readily 
adaptable to customize the software environment to multiple application programs in the target 
device") 

Venkatraman disclosed generating program code for translating high level code into 
instructions for a target processor, which could be an embedded system. However, Davis 
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provided more details regarding a plurality of target processors (col. 6, lines 40-42), "Either of 
these embodiments may or may not have an embedded processor or a plurality of embedded 
processors." 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to modify Venkatraman's invention to include a plurality of processors, whether 
virtual as in a virtual machine, or hardware, a detected resource, because either situation is well 
known in the art A plurality of processors is useful in handling multi-threaded application 
process more quickly. 

Per claim 3: 

-forming agglomerated program source code from a plurality of program code modules in 
accordance with said desired program code characteristic. 

(Venkatraman disclosed generating program source code at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer 
writes a pre-load class list (forming agglomerated program source code) containing pre-load 
classes which is used as a source input to the virtual machine (col. 5, lines 32-33). Col. 3, lines 
51-53, these techniques are readily adaptable to customize (desired program code 
characteristic) the software environment to multiple application programs in the target device.") 

Per claim 4: 

-deriving said program code modules in accordance with a desired functionality for said target 
processor. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/003,570 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2191 

(Venkatraman: As an example, col. 3, lines 26-28, ..specify class libraries from differing 
sources depending upon the available resources and nature of the target device.") 

Per claim 5: 

-determining comprises determining respective program code characteristics for respective ones 
of a plurality of target processors; 

(Venkatraman: Col. 3, lines 57-60, "The pre-load analyzer analyzes the application program to 
determine which classes are needed for it to execute on the target device. The pre-load analyzer 
bases its analysis on a set of methods which are invoked by the application program.") 

-deriving comprises deriving respective program code modules in accordance with said 
respective program code characteristics; 

(Venkatraman: Col. 3, lines 64-66, "The pre-load analyzer takes as input a virtual machine class 
list. The virtual machine class list specifies a set of native classes which are implemented in the 
virtual machine ") 

-generating comprises generating program source code for translating high level code into 
instructions for said target processors from said program code modules. 
(Venkatraman disclosed generating program source code at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer 
writes a pre-load class list containing pre-load classes which is used as a source input (generating 
program source code) to the virtual machine (col. 5, lines 32-33). Venkatraman: Abstract, lines 
9-14, "The tools build the custom environment including a set of code for a virtual machine and 
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a set of code for each of a set pre-loaded classes specified in the pre-load class list. The virtual 
machine loads classes from the pre-loaded classes, a file system class library, and/or a networked 
class library using widely available network protocols.") 

Per claim 6: 

-deriving comprises selecting one or more pre-defined program code modules in accordance with 
said program code characteristic from a plurality of available program code modules. 
(Venkatraman: As an example, col. 3, lines 23-28, .the custom software environment is 
customized to a particular application of the target device in that the class loader in the virtual 
machine enables a developer to specify class libraries from differing sources depending upon the 
available resources and nature of the target device .") 

Per claims 7, 18, and 19: 

-program code provides a virtual machine for said target processor. 
(Venkatraman: Col. 5, lines 39-43, . .application program is a JAVA application and the 
virtual machine in the custom software environment is a JAVA virtual machine with its native 
classes implemented in native code for the hardware platform/ 1 ) 

Per claims 8, 20, and 21: 

-program code comprises elements of a programming langage. 

(Venkatraman: Col 5, lines 39-43, "... JAVA application ...JAVA virtual machine...") 
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Per claim 13: 

An apparatus, conpising at least one program source code module of a plurality of program 
source code modules for translating between high level code and instructions for a target 

processor... 

(Venkatraman, col. 2, lines 53-61, "...software development system includes a set of custom 
environment tools. . . customized to support... program which executes on a target device..." 
Venkatraman disclosed generating program source code at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer 
writes a pre-load class list containing pre-load classes (plurality of program source code 
modules) which is used as a source input (generating program source code) to the virtual 
machine (col. 5, lines 32-33) (for translating between high level code and instructions for a target 
processor)..") 

-said at least one program code module corresponding to a characteristic of said target processor 
and being selected from said plurality of program source code modules. 
(Venkatraman disclosed at col. 3, lines 26-28 selecting from class libraries depending on the 
nature of the target device.) 

Per claim 14: 

-at least one additional program code modules for translating between high level code and 
instructions for respective ones of at least two target processors. 
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(Venkatraman: Col. 2, lines 58-65, "The custom software environment is customized in 
response to the available resources in the target device... assemble together only those classes 
that are needed to support a desired application ...") 

Per claim 15: 

-said at least two program code modules are selected from a plurality of predefined program 
code modules. 

(Venkatraman: Col. 2, lines 23-28, "The virtual machine loads classes from the pre-loaded 
classes, a file system class library, and/or a networked class library. . 

Per claim 23: 

A processor, configured by program code comprising an agglomeration of two or more program 
source code modules of said plurality of said program source code modules. 
(Venkatraman: Col. 3, lines 23-28, . .custom software environment is customized to a 
particular application of the target device in that the class loader in the virtual machine enables a 
developer to specify class libraries from differing sources. . . " Additionally, see rejection of 
claims 1 and 3 above.) 

Per clam 24: 

-A system conpising a first and a second processor, said first and second processor configured 
in accordance with program code comprising at least two program source code modules, wherein 
the first of said at least two program source code modules is arranged to translate high level code 
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to instructions for said first processor and a second of said at least two program code modules is 
arranged to translate high level code to instructions for said second processor. 
(Venkatraman disclosed generating program source code at col 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer 
writes a pre-load class list containing pre-load classes which is used as a source input (generating 
program source code) to the virtual machine (col. 5, lines 32-33). Venkatraman: Col 2, lines 
55-61, "The custom environment tools enable the development of a custom software 
environment which executes on a target device. The custom software environment is customized 
in response to the available resources in the target device and the particular functions performed 
by the application program." Additionally, see rejection of claims 13 and 14 above.) 

Response to Arguments 
1 1 . Applicant's arguments received 8 April 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has amended claims to recite "generating/ creating/ forming program source code." 
Examiner has shown in rejection above that Venkatraman disclosed generating program source 
code at col. 4, lines 54-63, a pre-analyzer writes a pre-load class list containing pre-load classes 
which is used as a source input (generating program source code) to the virtual machine (col 5, 
lines 32-33). See rejection of limitations above. Examiner maintains rejection of claims 1-15, 
and 18-24. 



Conclusion 
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12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Steelman, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3704. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday, from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tuan 
Q. Dam can be reached at (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mary Steelman 
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